Distribution of skeletal metastases in prostatic and lung cancer. Mechanisms of skeletal metastases.
The distribution of skeletal metastases in prostatic and lung cancer was examined to test the hypothesis that prostatic carcinoma spreads by a unique hematogenous route. Abnormal technetium-99m methylene diphosphonate bone scans were retrospectively reviewed in 71 patients with prostatic carcinoma and 41 patients with lung cancer comparing patterns of osseous involvement. Differences in the distribution of lesions were not significant. It is concluded that prostatic carcinoma does not metastasize to specific skeletal sites by a singular hematogenous pathway.